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Two and a half months after internationally disputed presidential elections, the discredited electoral
commission (Junta Central Electoral, JCE) declared incumbent President Joaquin Balaguer of the
Partido Reformista Social Cristiano (PRSC) the winner by 22,281 votes over opponent Jose Francisco
Pena Gomez of the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD). The declaration exacerbated the
island nation's political tensions, which cannot be completely separated from the escalating crisis in
neighboring Haiti. The opposition, organized in the Broad Front Against Fraud (Frente Amplio por
la Democracia y Contra el Fraude), has refused to accept a Balaguer government if the 87-year-old
president is sworn in on Aug. 16.
When charges by the opposition and international observers of massive fraud during the May 16
election reached the point where the JCE could no longer ignore them, the tally was stopped with
97% of the ballots counted. The JCE set up a special commission to investigate the charges. The
commission found serious irregularities, and said between 28,000 and 45,000 voters were unable to
cast their ballots. Later, the local Santo Domingo election board annulled all the ballots from the
capital. The opposition insisted that only new national elections could resolve the crisis. On Aug. 2,
76 days after the election, the JCE ignored the findings of its own commission and declared Balaguer
the winner of a seventh term by margin of less than 1% of the votes.
In the opinion of many observers, while this may end the "electoral crisis," it unleashes a potentially
explosive political crisis. Pena Gomez protested that, shortly after the JCE decision, unidentified
armed persons fired at the PRD headquarters, wounding several people. Protests began throughout
the country and several incidents of violence were reported. Security forces were called out to
maintain order. PRD and other opposition leaders met on Aug. 3 to discuss their response to what
they called "an electoral coup."
As a result, the PRD and grassroots opposition groups called a general strike for Aug. 15 and 16
to protest a Balaguer victory, and the PRD says that none of its elected officials will take office.
Opposition party leaders have said for some time that if Balaguer were declared the winner,
their senators and deputies would not participate in the National Assembly that must ratify the
victory before the scheduled inauguration on Aug. 16. If Assembly ratification does not take place,
the chief justice of the Supreme Court becomes interim president with the power to appoint a
governing council to rule until new elections can be held. The US responded negatively to the JCE
announcement and summoned the Dominican Ambassador to the State Department in Washington
for consultation.
"The US believes that new elections should be held and urges the Dominican authorities to take
the necessary steps to bring this about," said State Department spokesperson Michael McCurry.
The interim Secretary General of the OAS, Christopher Thomas, said in Washington on Aug. 3
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that the JCE decision "increased the atmosphere of tension, uncertainty and confrontation" in the
Caribbean country. He offered to mediate to find a solution to the crisis. Meanwhile, the Dominican
situation cannot be separated from the crisis in neighboring Haiti. There is much speculation, for
example, about the role Balaguer's disputed victory has played in the recent decision to allow US
troops to patrol the Haitian border to stop the flow of gasoline into that country. Nationalism is
very strong in the Dominican Republic. Pena Gomez and his supporters have had to walk the fine
line between defending democracy, and thus condemning the military coup in Haiti, while not
supporting an invasion. US intervention is anathema to the Dominicans who have experienced
several US invasions, the last one in 1965, which brought Balaguer to power. Balaguer, on the other
hand, has had to swallow his nationalistic pride following the contested election, and mitigate his
open support for the military regime in Haiti. Since the elections, he has for the first time expressed
timid backing for the UN embargo, and has finally agreed to let US troops patrol the border.
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